
APRIL 2019

Diary of Events for April - June

Fri 5th &  Charity Concert -  Rhythm of Life (Phoenix Theatre Singers) 7.30pm
Sat 6th April (sold out)

Sat 13th April His Way - the story of Frank Sinatra (Robert Habermann) 7.30pm 

Sat 27th April The 39 Steps by John Buchan (Our Star Theatre Company) 7.30pm

Sat 1st -  Harvey by Mary Chase (Phoenix Theatre Company) 7.30pm
Sat 8th June

Mon 3rd June Members Coffee Morning 10.30am

      Weds 12th June AGM 7.30pm

   Annual General Meeting

The AGM will take place on Wednesday 12th June at 7.30pm. There will be an opportunity to elect 
members to the Committee and raise matters for discussion.  Please see below for details.

Subscriptions

Early notice is given that subscriptions are due on 1st September.  There will be an option of paying by 
BACS as shown on the Renewal Form (see below).  Please submit your membership forms, duly completed, 
to our Membership Secretary, Catriona Pearson, in good time.
         Graham Russell (Newsletter Editor)



Annual General Meeting

The AGM will take place on Wednesday 12th June at 7.30pm.  There will be an opportunity to elect 
members to the Committee and raise matters for discussion.   There is one vacancy on the committee.  If you 
wish to be nominated, please notify our secretary Trevor Jones by 22nd May at the latest. Trevor should 
also be notified of matters for discussion by that date. Any other business (AOB) cannot be raised at the 
AGM. Nominations and matters for discussion will be notified to the membership 2 weeks before the AGM.

Committee posts

To date the following nominations for Committee posts have been received as follows:

Chairman    Alison Clarke 
Secretary    Trevor Jones
Treasurer    Amanda Smith
Production Co-ordinator  Suzanne Hill
Publicity Officer   Michelle Cooper 
Building Manager   Alan Smith 
Members without portfolio  Mary Brigg
     Graham Russell
     Vacancy
Vacancy

There is a vacancy for a member without portfolio.  It has been agreed by the committee that for member 
without portfolio posts, elections will be made only for the vacant post.  Members without portfolio who 
wish to be remain on the committee do not have to be re-elected.  An agenda of the AGM, including details 
of any further nominations and matters for discussion, will be notified to members 2 weeks before the AGM.  

The Committee looks forward to seeing you on Weds June 12th at 7.30pm.

To contact Trevor Jones, please e-mail: trevorjones3@outlook.com
          Trevor Jones (secretary)

****

Arris in Wonderland (HCDF entry)
.
This was a production which received mixed comments and reviews, some of which were hard to 
understand. But nothing can take away the outstanding quality of the production delivered by an excellent 
cast and crew.

The ‘Market Theatre’ in Ledbury is a first-class venue for the festival in many respects. A good stage with 
adequate wing space and a very co-operative Stage Manager for which we were very appreciative. He 
allowed us to use ‘Market Theatre’ chairs in our production, and because both companies on the night were 
only using the stage at half-depth we were able to use the stage behind the curtain to store our set both for 
setting and striking, which was a great help. 

The adjudicator’s comments were mixed. Jacky’s ‘business’ with her pen while writing up a report was 
applauded, and the red beret worn by Jacky’s alter-ego also received comment. Les’s characterisation as a 
man approaching retirement, giving little thought to his clients and driven by ‘procedure’ was also 
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applauded and Ann also was given a ‘thumbs-up’, as was Roger in his dual role characterisation. All very 
good signs and we thought we had scored. But I feel deeply for Lucy and Nigel; their partnership was 

excellent throughout as they tracked the emotional stress and decline in their circumstances. A ‘Best Actor’ 
nomination for Nigel but not even that for Lucy! 

We were blessed by an exceptional crew; Trevor as technical support; we welcomed Jenny Hopkins to the 
production (and to our ranks) and she teamed wonderfully with Sally our exemplary Stage Manager.
I thank them all, not least our cast who took the news of our lack of awards with grace and dignity. Above 
all this was a happy production and we should be proud of it just as I am proud of everybody involved.  

      Brian Jackson; Author & Director of ‘Arris in Wonderland 

****

Cinema

The Ross Cinema Group (Screen at the Phoenix) has disbanded and we are confident that Ross Town 
Council will give their approval for us to continue using the cinema equipment at the Phoenix which the 
Council have funded.  A cinema steering group will be set up to work out to re-start the cinema at the 
theatre.  We will be canvassing the membership for expressions of interest in taking part in this exciting 
project.

NODA Awards

We have been nominated for the 2018 NODA awards for Abigail’s Party and Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime. 
The awards will be given out on Sunday 14th April.

           Graham Russell



Production Co-ordinator’s Column

And Then There Were None

Michelle Cooper directed ‘And Then There Were None’ by Agatha Christie for our March production. The 
production was a great success with all seats sold throughout the run. Congratulations to Michelle, her cast 
and crew.  Please see the reviews below.

Arris in Wonderland

Brian Jackson entered his play, ‘Arris in Wonderland’, in the 2019 Herefordshire One Act Drama Festival on 
21st March. We did not win any awards this year. Extreme thanks to Brian, his cast and crew and pride in 
Brian for writing and producing such an excellent play with fine acting displayed.

Variety at the Phoenix for Hope 

The concert for the Hope charity on 26th January, arranged by George Tait, raised £840 on the night and 
together with a donation, brought the amount raised to over £1000. Many thanks and congratulations to all 
involved.

‘Harvey’ by Mary Chase

 ‘Harvey’ by Mary Chase, directed by David Pollard, will run from Saturday 1st to Saturday 8th June 2019. 
The cast comprise Ruth Woodliffe, Diana Tubb, Les Davis, Ann Stirrup, Lucy Davies, Nathan Cole, Tom 
Lee-Hynes, Steve Banner, Jane Bovell, Alan Chacon and Laurie Pegrum. Rehearsals begun on April 2nd and 
will be on Tuesdays and Friday.
 Charity Concert, entitled ‘Rhythm of Life’, in aid of Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis 

Mary Brigg, members of her family, and the Phoenix Theatre Singers will perform concerts on Friday 5th 
and Saturday 6th April in aid of Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis. The concerts will be dedicated to the 
memory of Gordon Brigg who sadly passed away last November.

Visiting Companies 

We welcome the following visiting companies to the Phoenix Theatre in April.

Friday 12th April – Walford Cub Scouts will perform their panto to family and friends to raise funds for a 
new scout hut.

Saturday 13th April – Robert Habermann with ‘His Way’, the story of Frank Sinatra.

Saturday 27th April – Our Star Theatre Company present ‘The 39 Steps’ by John Buchan.

Also, on Saturday 21st September – Nia Williams presents her musical, ‘Melody’.

‘Night Must Fall’ by Emlyn Williams 

Our November production will now be ‘Night Must Fall’ by Emlyn Williams, directed by Brian Jackson. 
Lizzie Nicholson has decided not to direct Macbeth after all. Production dates are 16th – 23rd November.  
There will be a reading on Wednesday 17th July and auditions on Tuesday 6th August, both at 7.30 pm.

Phoenix Theatre Singers Annual Show 

The Singers annual show will take place from 3rd to 6th July, entitled ‘With a Song in My Heart’.

           Suzanne Hill



Review of And Then There Were None

It is not surprising that the Phoenix Theatre Company’s production of “And Then There Were None”, was 
sold out a week before opening night.  Christie’s intriguing and twisting plot line, and an excellent cast, 
produced a riveting and enjoyable night out in Ross.   Michelle Cooper’s directional debut was a joy: it is 
difficult enough to create, maintain and build an atmosphere of suspicion and fear over three acts, but the 
players certainly achieved this.  Christie incarcerates her ten flawed characters on Soldier Island and we 
watch their inevitable demise.  

Tony Hearn’s tall figure commanded the stage, and we watch him morph from a pillar of the establishment 
to everyone’s worst nightmare.  Phoenix newcomer Hannah Vaughan was also outstanding as the attractive 
and flirty secretary whose descent into panic and hysteria gripped the capacity audience.  Graham Russell’s 
set was opulent yet sparse and allowed the large cast to move around freely whilst giving the impression 
they were hemmed in by their surroundings and their past. This, coupled with Jan Sheldon’s back drop and 
Trevor Jones’ lighting and sound, transformed the mood from sunny to sinister scene by scene.  Christie’s 
characters have depth and scope which the cast interpreted well.  Brian Jackson’s Cornish boatman and 
Howard Owen and Amanda Smith’s loyal and agitated domestics, set the scene.  Tom Lee-Hynes’s punchy 
boy racer contrasted with Alan Chacon’s senile General, whilst Tim Bett’s plodding detective clashed with 
Phil Field as the adventurer and love interest. The ladies were 30’s chic. Sandy MacNeill superbly played 
the doctor suppressing her alcoholic past whilst Suzanne Hill’s prudish, uptight religious zealot certainly 
merited her fate. One of the characters called Soldier Island “a haven of peace”.  This production was a 
piece of heaven.

            Peter Hall



NODA Review of And Then There Were None

This well-directed play started with darkness and soft atmospheric music which had the audience 
anticipating suspense! As we sat in the dark, I was waiting for something to happen which would make us 
all jump. It didn’t happen there but the shots later in the performance nearly had me sitting on the lap of the 
poor man next to me. I mention this now as this is how engrossed we all were; we could see that the gun was 
going to be fired, but it still made us all jump.

For those of us that know the story of Agatha Christie’s novel it is always interesting to see what version is 
going to be chosen and therefore can never assume we know who did it, until the end.

As expected, there were eight house guests and two staff who slowly get killed off leaving the final couple 
to solve the mystery. The principals were well cast, and each made the character their own. Howard Owen 
and Amanda Smith were the butler and cook respectively and Amanda’s near hysteria was very well 
portrayed and Howard came across as the slightly bewildered man who was just following instructions. 

Hannah Vaughan (above left), I thought, stayed in character throughout as the nervous and anxious secretary  
who had falsely been accused of letting her young charge drown. Phil Field played the slightly supercilious 
hero and whilst he too was innocent of his supposed crime, came across as someone who didn’t care what 
anyone else thought of him. Tom Lee-Hynes wasn’t on for long as he was killed off early on, but he 
portrayed the rich spoilt young man who, having caused the deaths of two children, blamed them for daring 
to get in his way. A thoroughly unlikeable character well played. Tim Betts was the guest who turned out to 



not be South African (good accent) but a retired detective who had been hired for the occasion but who too 
was bumped off. His portrayal of the slightly officious working-class man came over very well. Alan 
Chacon played the pompous General who could justify his appalling behavior but who you felt deserved his 
comeuppance. I liked his bumbling pontifications. Suzanne Hill (above right) was excellent as the haughty 
and rather unpleasant old maid who treated people ‘as they should be’ and had no remorse for the death of a 
young maid she had turned out when she had got herself in trouble. A perfect performance.

I particularly enjoyed the 
transformations of Sandy MacNeill 
(centre left) as the Doctor and Tony 
Hearn (left) as the Judge. As the play 
progressed Sandy’s character became 
more manic and her hair and dress 
accentuated this in a subtle way. Whilst 
Hannah remained nervous all of the 
time, Sandy slowly unraveled before our 
eyes from the very accomplished 
‘nerve’ doctor to the slightly unhinged 
patient. Tony Hearn, likewise, started 
out as the voice of reason and whose 
character who was going to solve the 
mystery, but who then became the mad 
man who had coldly set out to right the 
wrongs of everyone, except himself. His 
actions and mannerisms were quite 
chilling and we were all glad when he 
was shot (another jolt of the heart) at the 
end. 

As always, the set at the Phoenix was just as much a part of the play as the actors themselves and it felt as if 
we were sitting in the drawing room with them. They didn’t have to raise their voices too much which made 
it feel as if we were listening to a conversation, rather than watching a constructed performance. Well done 
to everyone. 

My final mention is for Brian Jackson who had a very small role as the Skipper. Great accent and delivery 
and we were all pleased to see him at the end. Thank you, Phoenix, for another great play.

          Louise Hickey (NODA)



Harvey by Mary Chase

No sooner have we rung down the curtain on Michelle Cooper’s wonderfully successful production of ‘And 
Then There Were None’ than we begin rehearsal for ‘Harvey’ by Mary Chase which will be our June 
production.

Taking on the roles for the production will be:

Ruth Woodliffe as Myrtle Mae Simmons

Diana Tubb as Veta Louise Simmons

Les Davis as Elwood P Dowd

Ann Stirrup as Mrs Ethel Chauvenet

Lucy Davies as Ruth Kelly RN

Nathan Cole as Duane Wilson

Tom Lee-Hynes as Lyman Sanderson MD

Steve Banner as William R Chumley MD

Jane Bovell as Betty Chumley

Alan Chacon as Judge Omar Gaffney

Laurie Pegrum as E J Lofgren.

It is particularly gratifying to welcome two new members (Steve Banner and Laurie Pegrum) and a returning 
member (Ann Stirrup) to the stage of The Phoenix.

For those who don’t know the play – the plot revolves around good-natured, unambitious Elwood P Dowd 
who is befriended by a playful spirit that takes on the form of a large white rabbit and chooses to go by the 
name of Harvey. Harvey is invisible unless he chooses to reveal himself.  In the play we see the effect this 
strange relationship has on Elwood’s family and the mayhem that ensues when they try to commit Elwood to 
a ‘rest home.’

‘Harvey’ is an out and out comedy – almost bordering on farce – and depends for its humour on physical as 
well as verbal dexterity. Mary Chase wrote the play to give people a lift in the bleak days of wartime and she 
won a Pullitzer prize for her efforts. Our objective will also be to provide a light-hearted romp to send our 
audiences away chuckling.

‘Harvey’ opens on Sat 1st June and will run until Saturday 8th June. Tickets are already on sale at The 
Phoenix website.

           David Pollard (director)



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL FORM 2019/2020

THE PHOENIX THEATRE COMPANY

Reg. Charity No: 508668

There are two types of membership as set out below.  Memberships are renewable annually on 1st September.  
(Subscriptions for new members joining on or after 1st May are not renewable until the September of the following 
year).

Please √ the appropriate box:  □ New Membership Application  □ Renewal of Membership

□ FULL MEMBERSHIP……………………………………….…… £20
This form of membership enables you to fully participate in all activities within the theatre which include: acting, 
directing, backstage, the Singing Group, Front of House, Cinema and attend social events.  With this membership you 
have full voting rights at the Annual General Meeting (AGM).  You are also eligible to stand for election to any 
committee post at the AGM.  

□ FULL JUNIOR OR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP ………………. £10
This membership is open to any persons under the age of 21 or full-time students above that age.  You are able to fully 
participate in all productions and attend social events.

Name: …………………………………………….........                              

Address: .........................................................................

........................................................................................

Telephone: …………………………………..…….......                 

E-mail: ………………………………………………...

□ I agree to my name, telephone number and e-mail address appearing in the Members Directory in the 
Members area of the theatre website accessible only by theatre members.  This will enable you to look up 
contact details of other members.

Please tell us what your interests are by √ the appropriate boxes:
□ Acting □ Directing □ Stage Management □ Set Construction □ Set painting  
□ Sound  □ Lighting □ Wardrobe   □ Props □ Cinema  □ Singing  □ General Backstage  
□ Front of House □ Bar (serving drinks)  □ Box Office

(All the details that you enter on this form will be held on a secure database accessible only by the Membership 
Secretary and Committee Members using a dedicated password.)   

Payment options:

BACS Sort Code: 30-94-14 & Account No: 02231108 (preferred payment option)
Cheque payable to The Phoenix Theatre
Standing order (see form below).  Please tick  □  if you already pay by standing order.

Please send this form, and cheque (if paying by cheque) to:  
Membership Secretary
The Phoenix Theatre
St Mary’s Street
Ross-on-Wye
Herefordshire
HR9 5HT                                   

Tel: 01989 564570         E-mail: info@phoenix-theatre.org.uk    

Date: .............................                                  Signed: ..........................................................
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