JANUARY 2019
Diary of Events for January - April
Mon 7th Jan

Members Coffee Morning 10.30am

Mon 21st Jan

Reading of Harvey 7.30pm

Sat 26th Jan

Variety at the Phoenix for Hope 7.30pm

Mon 28th Jan

Auditions for Harvey 7.30pm

Mon 4th Feb

Members Coffee Morning 10.30am

Weds 27th Feb

Reading of Macbeth 7.30pm

Weds 13th Mar

Members Evening - Festival Entry Preview 7.30pm

Sat 23rd Mar Sat 30th Mar

And Then There Were None (Phoenix Theatre Company) 7.30pm

Weds 3rd Apr

Keith James 7.30pm

Sat 6th Apr

Charity Concert - Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis (Phoenix Singers) 7.30pm

Sat 13th Apr

His Way - the story of Frank Sinatra (Robert Habermann) 7.30pm

Sat 27th Ap

The 39 Steps by John Buchan (Our Star Theatre Company) 7.30pm
****

Gordon Brigg
The passing of Gordon has brought great sadness to the theatre and his friends. He was due to play the part
of the Dean of Paddington in our November production of Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime but had to withdraw
from the play shortly before the opening night. Gordon’s funeral was held at Holy Trinity Church Drybrook
and was attended by over 200 theatre members and friends, a fitting tribute to a well-loved and respected
member of the theatre.
Gordon was a cornerstone of the theatre though his acting, directing and as a member of the Singers.
Gordon and Mary both first appeared in the cast of Poppy Appeal by Ian Pauley in September 2007. They
played the Mum and Dad. The Phoenix Theatre Singers first met on Thursday 10th January 2008 with Mary
as the leader supported by Gordon.
Gordon’s acting roles included:-

A travelling nomad in The Tump, June 2008.
Able Seaman Higgins (1st right) in Morning Departure, 2009.
Count Orsini Rosenberg in Amadeus, November 2011.
Lionel Hamilton in Beyond Reasonable Doubt, May 2012.
Several characters in She Stoops to Conquer, November 2012.
Reggie (3rd right) in Quartet, March 2014.
Lockit (2nd right) in Beggar’s Opera, March 2015.
Dr. Michail Syrensky in Anastasia, April 2016.
Old Adam in Ruddigore, March 2017.
Mr Gibbs in Arsenic and Old Lace, November 2017.
Gordon’s directorial roles were:
When We are Married by J. B. Priestley, March 2009.
Lloyd George Knew My Father by William Douglas Home, March 2010.
A View from the Bridge by Arthur Miller, May 2011.
The Day after the Fair by Frank Harvey, March 2013
The Way to Mandalay by Christopher Kell, September 2015.
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen, November 2016.
Gordon was in the following Singers Shows:
June 2009 - Showboat.
June 2010 - Musical Memories.
June 2011 - A Night at the Movies.
May 2012 - Best of British.
April 2013 - These are a few of my Favourite Things.
December 2013 - Back in Tyme with Gordon as MC (below).
June 2014 - It’s all in a Name.
June 2015 - Back to the Movies.
June 2016 - All You Need is Love.
June 2017 - Their Greatest Hits.
June 2018 - Celebrations - 10 years of the Phoenix Theatre Singers.

Graham Russell (with thanks to Suzanne Hill for supplying the details)

Production Co-ordinator’s Column
And Then There Were None
Michelle Cooper will direct ‘And Then There Were None’ by Agatha Christie, for our March production
from 23rd to 30th March. The cast comprises Roger Williams, Amanda Smith, Brian Jackson, Hannah
Brook-Lawson, Phil Field, Tom Lee-Hynes, Tim Betts, Alan Chacon, Suzanne Hill, Tony Hearn and Sandy
MacNeill. Rehearsals start on Friday 4th January.
Arris in Wonderland
Brian will be entering his play, ‘Arris in Wonderland’, in the 2019 Herefordshire One Act Drama Festival in
March. The play has now been cast and comprises Nigel Patrick, Lucy Davies, Les Davis, Howard Owen,
Jacky Bedford and Ann Stirrup. The crew include Trevor Jones, Sally Dean and new member Jenny
Hopkins. Unfortunately, the festival clashes with our March production. We are requesting our festival entry
takes place on Thursday 21st March, so that Trevor will be able to provide technical assistance for both
productions. Rehearsals start on Friday 4th January. There will be a Members Evening on Wednesday 13th
March to preview our festival entry. Do come to watch and support our team.
Variety at the Phoenix for Hope
On Saturday 26th January there will be a concert in aid of the Hope charity organised by George Tait.
There will be guest performers Steven Sproat (guitarist, ukulele player and song writer) and Stephanie Pirrie
(trumpet player and singer/songwriter) together with many of our own theatre members. Tickets are on sale
at £15.
Harvey by Mary Chase
There will be a reading on Monday 21st January and auditions on Monday 28th January for ‘Harvey’ by
Mary Chase. David Pollard will be directing this play from Saturday 1st to Saturday 8th June. More details
later in this newsletter.
Macbeth by William Shakespeare
There will be a reading of Macbeth on Wednesday 27th February. Lizzie Nicholson wishes to direct this
play in November and we wish to gauge the level of interest. Do please come along.
Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime
In November Amanda Smith directed ‘Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime’ by Oscar Wilde, adapted by Constance
Cox. The production was an outstanding success achieving 97% seat occupancy and rave reviews. See later
in this newsletter.
Phoenix Theatre Singers Xmas Show
In December Mary Brigg presented the Singers Xmas Show. The show was a tribute to Gordon. He will be
greatly missed. The show achieved 100% seat occupancy.

Theatre Xmas Party
Our Christmas Party on Friday 14th December was great fun with 30 attending. Many thanks to Sue
Nicholson and Amanda Smith for the food. We danced and sang karaoke to the disco.
Charity Concert in aid of Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis
Mary Brigg and the Phoenix Theatre Singers will perform a concert on Saturday 6th April in aid of Action
for Pulmonary Fibrosis.
Visiting Companies
We welcome three visiting companies to the Phoenix Theatre in April.
Wednesday 3rd April – Keith James.
Saturday 13th April – Robert Habermann with ‘His Way’, the story of Frank Sinatra.
Saturday 27th April – Our Star Theatre Company present ‘The 39 Steps’ by John Buchan.
Suzanne Hill

Reviews of Lord Arthur Savile's Crime
On entering the auditorium at the Phoenix Theatre, you have time to appreciate the set before the actors grab
your attention. With the open stage on the flat in front of the raised seating, everyone has the opportunity to
see just how much detail is given to each production and Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime was no exception. The
props were absolutely of the period, even down to the stick telephone that was used in Act 2. The pictures on
the wall, the silver items, the fire place and mantle with ornaments and the furniture were all in keeping too.
Amanda Smith was responsible for the props as well as directing the play and did a great job. I love the way
that the double doors upstage open onto what appears to be a hall with another portrait hanging on the wall
to give an impression of depth. The set construction team always provide such an amazing set that you are
immediately transported back to the chosen period.
As for the drama, well that was
exactly what it was. It was a typical
Oscar Wilde story of confusion,
intrigue and comedy, mocking the
aristocracy and somehow their vanity
too. Constance Cox had adapted this
brilliantly into the play which was a
delight to watch. The notion that Lord
Arthur could ‘bump’ off a family
member was ludicrous but it was
portrayed in a way that made it all
seem quite natural…
The cast were chosen well. Robin
Haig (left), as Sir Arthur, came across
as an eccentric, rather vague aristo
who had great enthusiasm for his

upcoming nuptials to Sybil. It was very funny when he was referred to as a young man and gave an ironic
smile to the audience who had broken into a unanimous chortle. Age aside, this was a very credible
performance and the period seemed to suit Robin well. Baines, Lord Arthur’s manservant was played by
Brian Jackson (above right) who looked and acted the part extremely well. His deference to his Lordship
was evident throughout with the exception of when he felt he should have the 1st class ribbon for anarchy,
for his suggestion on how to dispose of the aunt. Brian remained in character throughout and was very
convincing.

Diana Tubb and Jane Bovell, playing the Lady’s Beauchamp and Windermere, were wonderful as the aunts
and came across as genuinely maternal but with a touch of eccentricity, in true Wilde style. Alison Clarke
(above left) as Sybil the fiancé, gave a strong performance as the determined young thing who couldn’t wait
to be married. Her
domineering mother
Lady Julia Merton
was brilliantly
played by Suzanne
Hill (above right)
whose facial
expressions and
body language
spoke volumes. Her
cutting ‘one liners’
were hilarious and
they were delivered
in such an autocratic
way that she was
totally believable.

Tim Betts as the forgetful Dean of Paddington gave a solid performance as did David Pollard as the
thoroughly unlikeable Mr Podgers, who we knew was a wrong ‘un from the very beginning. Alan Chacon
(above centre) was very funny as the anarchist Herr Winkelkopf and I loved his creeping escapades. Penny
Field complimented the ensemble with her performance as Nellie the maid, giving just the right amount of
subservience and flirtatiousness to be noticed without overplaying the role, very well done.
I often compliment the costumes in the productions that I am privileged to see, but on this occasion they
were almost the star of the show. The gentlemen’s attire was exactly right for the period and it was
impressive that Lord Arthur could make a complete costume change in a relatively short space of time.
However, the ladies gowns took my breath away: they were stunning. Each lady had at least three costume
changes and with each new gown, they had matching hats, gloves and bags which were in the most beautiful
colour, fabric and style. These were made in house by Lynn Tait, Marjorie Stephenson, Jennifer Wood and
Ella Dean who should all take a bow, as they truly deserve a huge round of applause.
Another fabulous production from Phoenix, which I enjoyed enormously. Thank you.
Louise Hickey (NODA)
****
Razor sharp wit and scathing criticism of the privileged classes are the hallmarks of Oscar Wilde’s classic
comedy about the hapless Lord Arthur who is tricked by a bogus palm reader into thinking that he needed to
commit murder before marrying his fiancee Sybil. This was a stylish production by the Phoenix Theatre
Company with a great cast, lavish costumes and a
fine set. Robin Haig was perfectly cast as Lord
Arthur playing opposite Alison Clarke as Sybil.
Sybil’s mother Lady Julia Merton was played by
Suzanne Hill who spoke her lines in a manner
reminiscent of Lady Bracknell in Wilde’s The
Importance of Being Earnest. David Pollard as the
the palmist delivered his lines in his customary
measured manner and Brian Jackson as the butler
gave another of his polished performances as he
colluded with Lord Arthur to identify and then assist
him in his murderous attempts. Penny Field was
nicely cast as the flirtatious maid. For me the
standout performance came from Alan Chacon as
Herr Winkelkopf, the bungling anarchist, who
attempted to assist Lord Arthur with various
explosive devices including an umbrella, clock, and a
bomb. The tension and humour rose with the
sequence of failed attempts on his various victims,
played by Diana Tubb, Jane Bovell, and Tim Betts,
delaying his impending marriage to Sybil. Amanda
Smith can be pleased that her first attempt at directing was such a well-deserved success. Mention must be
made of the costume ladies Lynn Tait and Marjorie Stephenson who did a marvelous job in dressing the
ladies of the cast with such a wide range of period costumes. A quotation from the play reads: “The world is
a stage, but the play is badly cast” could not be further from the truth in this excellent production of the
Wilde classic.
Rachel Divine

Hope Concert
The concert is for Ross based Hope Support Services which is a charity that supports young people when a
close family member is diagnosed with a life-threatening illness.
Guest performers include Steven Sproat (guitarist, ukulele player and song writer) and has played at Ronnie
Scotts, Edinburgh Jazz Festival, New York Ukulele Festival and toured with Jools Holland.
Stephanie Pirrie (trumpet player and singer/songwriter).
Plus our own: Mary Brigg, Richard Watson, Roger Williams, Michelle Cooper, Sandy MacNeill, Gareth
Wigg, Kevin Passey, Suzanne Hill, John Haines (Elvis) & Claire Price. The MC is Brian Jackson.
George Tait
*****

And Then There Were None
Our March production will be Agatha Christie’s - “And Then There Were None” which I will be directing.
The play is set on Solider Island where eight strangers are lured to the house of Mr and Mrs Owen and along
with two house servants are marooned until the next boat arrives. When the guests arrive they soon discover
that their hosts are no where to be found, then a mysterious voice echoes from the shadows accusing each of
them of murder. On the mantel piece stand ten statuettes of little soldier boys along with a children’s nursery
rhyme, telling how each soldier dies until there are none. One by one the guests meet the same ghastly fate
of the soldiers in the rhyme but will anyone survive?
The cast comprise Roger Williams, Amanda Smith, Brian Jackson, Hannah Brook-Lawson, Phil Field, Tom
Lee-Hynes, Tim Betts, Alan Chacon, Suzanne Hill, Tony Hearn and Sandy MacNeill.
Michelle Cooper

*****
Hereford County Drama Festival March 2019
First of all the play “Arris in Wonderland” should not be confused with a story by Lewis Carroll (of a similar
title). Set in the early 1990s it is based on meticulous research. The main character Harris is a man faced
with the daunting procedures of bureaucracy when his business fails, leaving him and his wife facing
penury. It traces the travails of Harris and his increasingly desperate wife Rhoda as he attempts to make
sense of an irrational, irreversible decision. Faced with official disinterest and grasping at straws he
descends into a wonderland of procedure which eventually leads to tragedy.
The play has now been cast and comprises Nigel Patrick, Lucy Davies, Les Davis, Howard Owen, Jacky
Bedford and Ann Stirrup. The crew include Trevor Jones, Sally Dean and new member, Jenny Hopkins.
Brian Jackson

Phoenix Production for June 2019
I am planning to direct ‘Harvey’ by Mary Chase for The Phoenix’s second production next year. I am sure
many members will be familiar with the film based on the play which starred James Stewart. Rest assured I
will not be looking to recreate either the film or Mr Stewart’s performance. Similarly, American accents will
not necessarily be essential.
‘Harvey’ is an out and out comedy – almost bordering on farce – and depends for its humour on physical as
well as verbal dexterity. Mary Chase wrote the play to give people a lift in the bleak days of wartime and she
won a Pullitzer prize for her efforts. My aim will also be to provide a light-hearted romp to send our
audiences away chuckling.
For those who don’t know the play – the plot revolves around good-natured, unambitious Elwood P Dowd
who is befriended by a playful spirit that takes on the form of a large white rabbit and chooses to go by the
name of Harvey. Harvey is invisible unless he chooses to reveal himself. In the play we see the effect this
strange relationship has on Elwood’s family and the mayhem that ensues when they try to commit him to a
‘rest home.’
The cast consists of eleven characters:
Myrtle Mae Simmons – Elwood’s sister who is desperate to get her spinster daughter a nice young man.
Veta Louise Simmons – the spinster daughter and Elwood’s niece
Elwood P Dowd – Amiable and charming man who is everybody’s friend who enjoys a convivial drink
Mrs Ethel Chauvenet – An old friend of the family
Ruth Kelly RN – Head nurse at Chumley’s Rest clinic
Marvin Wilson – A male nurse
Lyman Sanderson MD – A young psychiatrist and Dr Chumley’s right-hand man
William R Chumley MD – The proprietor and chief psychiatrist
Betty Chumley - his wife
Judge Omar Gaffney – The family attorney
E J Lofgren – A taxi driver
A reading of ‘Harvey’ is scheduled for Monday 21st January followed by auditions on Monday 28th
January.
Rehearsals will commence from 1st April with a schedule to accommodate cast availability.
For any further information on the proposed production please feel free to contact me.
Tel: 01432 860208

Email: davidandalexpollard@gmail.com
David Pollard

Members Calendar for January 2019

Members Calendar for February 2019

