
NOVEMBER 2016

Diary of Events for November & December

Sun 6th Nov  PYT auditions for 2016/17 season 2-5pm

Sat 12th Nov   “Florence Foster Jenkins” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Tues 22nd -   “A Doll’s House” (Phoenix Theatre Company) 7.30pm
Sat 26th Nov

Sun 27th Nov  “Our Kind of Traitor” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Mon 28th Nov  Reading of “All Things Considered” by Ben Brown 7.30pm

Sun 11th Dec  “The Jungle Book” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Thurs 8th -  Christmas Show (Phoenix Theatre Singers) 7.30pm 
Sat 10th Dec

Fri 16th Dec  Christmas Party 7.30pm

  (please see the Members calendars for Nov & Dec at the end of this Newsletter)       

Theatre Christmas Party

This year’s party is on Friday 16th Dec at 7.30pm.  The tickets are priced at £15 to include live music and 
a buffet.  Please contact Mary Brigg by e-mail if you wish to attend or are able to assist in any way:
wbrigg@btinternet.com

Stocking the Bar 

We are looking for a member to take over stocking the bar.  Lynn & George Tait are unable to continue to do 
so.  The bar is stocked using Bookers in Hereford.  If you are able to fulfill this role, please contact Lynn by 
e-mail for more information: lynntait10@gmail.com or any member of the committee.

Technical Gallery

Over the last few months there have been a number of instances where the settings on the computer and the 
lighting desk have been tampered with in the run-up to a production.  It is not clear whether the actions are 
deliberate or accidental.  The committee are taking this matter very seriously and are in the process of 
looking at ways in which the equipment in the technical gallery can be safeguarded including providing 
additional security.  

                                                                                Graham Russell
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       Production Co-ordinator’s Column

The Phoenix Youth Theatre production of  “Alice's Adventures in Wonderland” was a sell out success. 
Congratulations to Sarah O'Neill, her cast and crew for an amazing feast for the eyes in every respect. Such 
talent and inventiveness - wonderful!  A review by Brian Jackson follows.

Our production of “A Doll's House” by Henrik Ibsen, directed by Gordon Brigg with Michelle Cooper 
assisting, will run for 5 nights from Tues 22nd to Sat 26th November. Get your tickets soon to avoid 
disappointment.  Gordon has written an introduction to the play which appears at the end of the Newsletter.

The concert by the Ukelele Man of Ross on 17th September was a great success with a full house. £500 was 
raised for the Evelina Children's Hospital. Thanks to George Tait for organising the event.

The Masterclass in Directing for the Stage by Estelle van Warmelo took place on three Saturday mornings 
and was most successful. The first session was theory, the second involved demonstrations with actors, and 
in the third session the students directed pieces they had chosen with their fellow students as actors. Eight 
members took part and their was excellent feedback. Estelle was an inspiring teacher and it was felt to be an 
extremely worthwhile undertaking. Estelle has invited her students to attend the initial rehearsals for the 
Courtyard Theatre panto which she is to direct. The dates are daytime on Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th 
November. Please let me know if anyone would like to attend and I shall contact Estelle.

Brian Jackson and Mary Brigg will be directing Gilbert and Sullivan's “Ruddigore” from Mon 27th March 
to Sat 1st April 2017. Auditions have been held and the principal roles have been cast. The cast comprises 
Jane Bovell, Michelle Cooper, Andrew Doyle, Gareth Wigg, Sandy McNeill, Roger Williams, Gordon Brigg 
and Ray Smith. The male and female choruses will be members of the Phoenix Theatre Singers and others 
who were not cast in principal roles. Mary will be rehearsing the principals in the autumn and stage 
rehearsals will begin in the New Year.

There will be a reading of “All Things Considered” by Ben Brown on Mon 28th November at 7.30pm.  
Renee Field would like to direct this black comedy next summer. It is set in the present day and has a cast of 
4 men and 3 women. Do come along and see if you would like us to put on this play and perhaps be in the 
cast.

The Phoenix Theatre Singers Christmas Show will run for 3 nights from 8th to 10th December. Our 
audiences always say Christmas begins with our show. Do come and enjoy!  The Phoenix Theatre Xmas 
Party will take place at the theatre on Friday 16th December. More information to follow.

Zoe Hutton has completed a patchwork cushion cover which 
Brenda Smith had begun. It is now in the rehearsal room. 
Thank you, Zoe, for all your caring hard work. I am sure Brenda 
will be up there thanking you.
       
      Suzanne Hill



Reviews of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Over the past few years we have become used to seeing the theatrical bar raised with each Phoenix Youth 
Theatre production. From their WW2 production “Raid” (scripted by the company themselves), through the 
epic “Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe”, to Willy Russell’s contemporary comedy “Stags and Hens” this 
award-winning company of young people have excelled. With this week’s production of “Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland”, PYT continue to push at the boundaries of professional theatre.
“Alice” is not easy. The storyline does not pursue a natural narrative, but instead, with Alice’s descent down 
the rabbit hole to Wonderland we follow her through a series of bizarre episodes until she wakes to 
normality. The curtain opens on a colourful storybook set with a silk-draped garden bench on which sleeps 
Alice, (played to perfection by the delightfully bewildered Rosamund Williams). Woken by the White 
Rabbit her descent down the rabbit hole is the first “coup de theatre”. In a shaft of light on the darkened 
stage, amid vapour pouring from above, Alice climbs and trapezes high into the rabbit-hole drapes before 
safely landing in Wonderland.

Here the young cast, aided 
by superb costuming, 
imaginative face-paint and 
make-up, introduced us to a 
wonderful array of 
characters. Another “coup de 
theatre” – puppetry under 
ultraviolet lights with the 
puppeteers concealed behind 
black gauze enables the 
Cheshire cat’s disembodied 
grin to appear and disappear 
(together with the crocodile, 
lobster and assorted 
whimsies) alongside the 
onstage characters. 

There were some memorable performances; Katie Pothecary (a PYT award-winning actress) brought a 
terrifyingly smiling Queen of Hearts to life. Morgan Harris’s deranged Duchess faultlessly delivering 
accelerating lines of nonsense; Eben Harris (Frog Footman) and Oscar Morgan (Fish Footman) two eleven 
year olds performing an hilarious double act, also stepping in front of the curtain to cover set changes going 
on behind (can’t wait to see more of them!). Then Mock Turtles Ollie O’Neill and Hannah Callen 
entertained us; and Knave Owen Needham-Church assisted by young Knave Noah O’Neill.  With thirty 
young actors in the cast it is impossible to name them all, but their focus and concentration was total and all 
played their roles with distinction. Director Sarah O’Neill and her fabulous team of artists, costumiers, light 
and sound technicians, set builders, properties and backstage crew, all must be congratulated. Once again the 
Phoenix Youth Theatre bar has been raised in pursuit of excellence.

To see a short video of the opening scenes, please follow this link: https://vimeo.com/187492892

            Brian Jackson
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NODA Review of Alice

As the show started and Daisy Canham, as Alice’s older sister, set the scene beautifully I was thinking to 
myself, the lightings a bit low for the set… Then all became clear! There was so much going on that I didn’t 
know where to look first, but taking centre stage Rosamund Williams, playing Alice, did an amazing 
aerobatic display using two ribbons that were very cleverly utilised throughout the production. The UV 
lighting was another clever feature, especially in the very open stage area. The puppeteers did a brilliant job; 
I loved the Cheshire cat which was so simple yet effective. The set itself was fantastic, I loved the window 
over the door, and it truly amazes me how well the cast manage with such a limited space.

I would love to mention everyone individually but if I did that, I would spend too much time making notes 
rather than enjoying the performance. Alice was well cast and I thought the facial expressions of the Frog 
Footman played by Eben Harris were better than a thousand words. 

On the whole I thought most of the cast did extremely well but occasionally I couldn’t hear some of the 
dialogue. Unfortunately the Jam Tart scene was very quiet and I must admit I found the musical 
underscoring very irritating on these occasions as I felt it masked the quieter actors. 

Morgan Harris was very funny as the Duchess, and Katie Pothecary was a very dominant Queen of Hearts.  
Ollie O’Neill and Hannah Callen were hysterically funny as the mock turtles; their interaction with the 
audience was great and the adlibbing natural and effective. Harriet Storey has excellent diction and was very 
good in both the Mouse and Queen’s Gnome characters. 

This really was a lovely production and the whole experience from entering the theatre to leaving was quite 
magical. Congratulations one and all for a lovely evening.

Louise Hickey (NODA)

Phoenix Youth Theatre News

More Alice photos





Auditions

PYT auditions for the 2016/17 season will take place on Sunday 6th November from 2-5pm. All welcome 
from ages 8-18.  An audition piece is to be prepared in advance.  Please see our web page for full details or 
contact me:

Sarahoneill362@btinternet.com or 07814 624417
            Sarah O’Neill

A Doll’s House

“A Doll’s House” was written in 1879 and is set in Norway. It is a play partly about women’s rights written 
in an age when little progress had been made towards gender equality.  I like to give people something that 
makes them think and perhaps discuss what they have seen.

There are some wonderfully drawn characters: Helmer, a pompous banker; Nora his wife who suffers him. 
Her part is one of the most challenging female roles ever written, alongside Lady Macbeth and Hedda 
Gabbler for example. Krogstad a corrupt bank clerk, Dr Rank the family friend who is dying. Mrs Linde 
who has fallen on hard times and seeks Nora’s friendship and Anne Marie, the nursemaid, who has a 
troubled past.

“A Doll’s House” was voted one of the hundred greatest plays ever written and it is a credit to The Phoenix 
Theatre that we can put on plays of this calibre alongside others such as “Amadeus”, “She Stoops to 
Conquer” and “A View from The Bridge”.

I have great respect for Ibsen as a fascinating play writer and I encourage you to come along and experience 
our production of “A Doll’s House”.

            Gordon Brigg
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