SEPTEMBER 2015
Diary of Events for September
Fri 4th

“Bard Heads” (Finding the Will) 7.30pm

Sat 5th

“Far from the Madding Crowd” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Tues 15th - Sat 19th

“A Way to Mandalay” (Phoenix Theatre Company) 7.30pm

Sat 20th

“A Little Chaos” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Diary of Events for October
Sat 3rd

“The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Sat 17th & Sun 18th

“Private Peaceful” (Phoenix Youth Theatre) 2.00pm

Mon 19th - Weds 21st

“Private Peaceful” (Phoenix Youth Theatre) 7.00pm

Sat 24th

“Woman in Gold” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Sat 31st

“Performathon” 11.00am - 4.00pm
& Gala Concert (Phoenix Theatre Singers) 7.30pm
(please see the Members calendars for September and October at the end of this Newsletter)

Membership Renewal
Subscriptions for 2015-2016 are NOW DUE. Would you please complete a renewal form (see back of this
Newsletter) and send it to Alison Clarke, our Membership Secretary, care of the theatre. For those paying by
Standing Order, would you please ensure that the standing order is for the correct amount ie £10 for an
Associate Membership and £15 for a Full Membership.
Graham Russell
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Production Co-ordinator’s Column

The Members Evening on Saturday 15th August for a rehearsed reading of “Can Malone Die?” by
David Pollard was most enjoyable. Trevor had set up lighting and sound cues and the stage was set and cast
costumed for a scene where a writer was deciding whether or not to kill off the ace detective in his novels.
Tim Betts played the writer and Phil Field played the detective from the novels who comes to life. The
acting was excellent and the play was gripping. Congratulations to David and his cast and crew.
Following the reading of “The Monkey’s Paw” by Brian Jackson on Wed 5th August, we have decided
to enter it in the Hereford County Drama Festival in March 2016 as the Phoenix Youth Theatre entry. It is a
ghost story with a surprising end. More details later.
Finding the Will are to perform two of their “Bard Heads” collection of six one act shows based on six of
Shakespeare’s most famous plays, on Friday 4th September at 7.30pm. The first play will be “Dog, Book
and Scandal”. Tickets £10 from the theatre website and Rossiter Books. “Finding the Will” is the
professional acting company of Richard Curnow, who gave the acting workshops for our members in April
this year. Do come and support Richard Curnow and Jules Hobbs.
Our September production, which will run from Tuesday 15th to Saturday 19th September, has a World
War 1 theme. The production will consist of a one-act play entitled, “A Way to Mandalay” by Christopher
Kell, directed by Gordon Brigg, followed by songs and poems from the era, entitled “Only Remembered”,
compiled by Mary Brigg and Brian Jackson, ending with a rousing finale. The cast comprises Richard
Watson, Roger Williams, Brian Jackson, Michelle Cooper, Jacky Bedford, Mary Brigg and Ray Smith. Buy
your tickets now to avoid disappointment!
There will be a Performathon on Saturday 31st October in aid of Children in Need, together with a Gala
Concert in the evening performed by the Phoenix Theatre Singers with guest soloists. The day will start at
11 am with the Phoenix Youth Group taking the first hour and a half. The rest of the time will be divided
into 15 minute sections to be booked by those wishing to perform throughout the day, up to 4 pm. The Gala
Concert will begin at 7.30 p.m. Tickets will be £10, open to the public, with proceeds going to Children in
Need.
Our November production is to be “A Night on the Tiles” by Frank Vickery. It will be directed by David
Pollard. The dates will be 21st - 28th November. A perceptive, entertaining and highly comical play.
Gareth and Shirley's wedding day does not get off to an auspicious start. Gareth egged on by his cocky, good
looking brother, Kenneth, has a post stag night hangover so bad that he can barely speak. The bride is three
months pregnant and Grandad, confused after getting stuck in the outside loo, is unsure whether Shirley is
marrying Gareth or Kenneth. Things do not improve when Gareth overhears his bride getting rather intimate
with Kenneth, apparently not for the first time. Over the next few months relations are somewhat strained
between Gareth, Shirley and Kenneth until, on the night the baby is born, Kenneth overhears something
which will shatter his life. The cast comprises Michelle Cooper, Gareth Wigg, Roger Williams, Roger
Spragg, Jane Bovell, Jacky Bedford and Phil Field.
The Phoenix Theatre Singers Christmas Concert will run for 3 nights from 10th - 12th December.
There will be a reading of “The Summer of the 17th Doll” by Ray Lawler on Tuesday 15th December.
This play will be our May 2016 production and it will be directed by David Pollard.
Suzanne Hill

The Phoenix Youth Group 2015 Production
" Private Peaceful" - a play by Simon Reade, adapted from Micheal Morpurgo's original novel.

Act One
Private Thomas (Tommo) Peaceful looks back over his life from his war hospital bed in France. Act One is
set from his school days until he signs up for action. Set in rural Devon, we meet his family and friends who
shape his early memories and we join him on his journey through a lifetime.
Act Two
Tommo is still reflecting upon his life so far and what happens next on the journey of life. The action has
now moved to the battle frontline of France in 1916. Tommo and his friends discover the harshness of life in
the trenches and the realities of warfare in WW1. The action builds during the act to a heart wrenching and
powerful finale.

Production Dates: Saturday 17th October (2pm
matinee) & Sunday 18th October (2pm matinee);
Monday 19th October (7pm), Tuesday 20th October
(7pm) & Wednesday 21st October (7pm).
Tickets priced at : £7.50 per performance. Tickets now
available online through the theatre website and from
Rossiter bookshop.

Auditions for The Phoenix Youth Group 2015/16
The auditions for the next season of members for the Youth Group will be held on Sunday 1st November
from 2 - 4pm. Current and new members are welcome to come along (aged 8 + only please). Please prepare
a 1 - 2 min monologue of your choice that you have learnt and prepared and are willing to perform in the
auditorium to our lovely panel! We will be gentle with all attendees and in particular our younger members,
so it will hopefully not be too daunting an experience for everyone involved. If you are successful in gaining
a place in the Youth Theatre Group for the 2015/16 season (November - October) then you will be involved
in all of the performance work we do within the year. We are looking for 20 - 25 members to take through
with a variety of ages (8 - 19 yrs). Production play to be decided and revealed in our next edition!
This includes:
A POSSIBILITY of being considered for a role in The Herefordshire County One Act Play Festival entry
that we take part in in March 2016.
Be involved in a theatre review performance at the theatre as a member of the Youth Group in March 2016.
Every Group member will be involved in the main Youth Group production for 2016 - dates confirmed are:
15th - 19th October 2016.
We look forward to welcoming you to audition with us.Please contact the Youth Group leader for more
details if you need to: sarahoneill362@btinternet.com 07814 624417
Spotlight on our members.........
Ben Butler - has been on tour this Summer with a local touring company "Forge Production House" where
they performed a fresh and vibrant production of " A Midsummer Night's Dream". He has also taken part in
The National Youth Theatre Summer School for three weeks of the holidays - an amazing achievement to
gain a place and a fantastic opportunity for a very talented young man!
Sam Callen and Yasmin Poole took part in X-entricity Youth Theatre’s summer production of "Peter Pan"
at Langstone Court this holiday and played the roles of Tiger Lilly and Mr Darling - a brilliant experience
and we are very proud of both of you.
Ed Poynton, Rosie Williams and Lorna Griffiths all successfully completed A Levels and GCSEs this
summer - congratulations to you.
Zoe Hutton has successfully completed her first year at Birmingham University studying drama in
education and still continues to teach and coach at PYT every time she returns home to us, which we are
very grateful for and proud of her journey so far.
Sarah O’Neill
e-mail: sarahoneill362@btinternet.com or tel: 01989 720627

Members Calendar for September

Members Calendar for October

Please note that the above calendars are accurate as of 1st September. For an up-to-date calendar, please go
to the Members section of the theatre website.

PHOENIX THEATRE COMPANY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL FORM
There are three types of membership as set out below. All members receive a bi-monthly Newsletter and also receive
concessionary drink prices at the Bar on production nights. Memberships are renewable annually on 1st September. (Subscriptions
for new members joining on or after 1st May are not renewable until the September of the following year.)
Please √ appropriate box

□ New Membership application □ Renewal Membership

□ FULL MEMBERSHIP………………………………………………£15

This form of membership enables you to fully participate in all activities within the theatre which include: acting, directing, backstage, the Singing
Group, Front of House, Cinema and attend Social events. With this membership you have full voting rights at the Annual General Meeting
(AGM). You are also eligible to stand for election to any Committee post at the AGM.

□ ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP …………………………………... £10

This form of membership enables you to do Front of House duties, and attend social events. However it carries with it no voting rights or the
ability to be involved with productions.

□ FULL JUNIOR OR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP ………………..£10

This membership is open to any persons under the age of 21 or full-time students above that age. You are able to fully participate in all
production and social events.

Please fill in your details below and send this form, with the appropriate subscription fee, to the Membership Secretary at
the address below. Cheques should be made payable to: The Phoenix Theatre

□ Please indicate whether you would prefer or are currently paying by standing order.
Name: ………………………………………………………....
Address: ……………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………................
Telephone No: …………………………………..……............

Date: ….……………………

E-mail: .................................................................................

□ I agree to my name, telephone number and e-mail address appearing in the Members Directory in the
Members Only area of the theatre website.

□ I agree to my address, telephone number and e-mail address appearing in the membership database
accessible by Committee members only.
Please tell us what your main interests are by ticking the appropriate boxes:

□ Acting □ Directing □ Stage Management □ Set Construction □ Music
□ Singing □ Lighting □ Sound □ Wardrobe □ Set Properties □ Cinema
□ General Backstage □ Front of House □ Bar (serving drinks) □ Box Office
Membership Secretary
The Phoenix Theatre
St Mary’s Street
Ross-on-Wye, HR9 5HT

Tel: 01989 564570
www.phoenix-theatre.org.uk
E-mail: info@phoenix-theatre.org.uk

