NOVEMBER 2015
Diary of Events for November
Sat 7th

“My Old Lady” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Tues 10th

Reading of “Anastasia” 7.30pm

Sat 21st - Sat 28th

“A Night on the Tiles” (Phoenix Theatre Company) 7.30pm

Sun 29th

“Wild” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Diary of Events for December
Weds 2nd

Auditions for “Anastasia” 7.30pm

Thurs 10th - Sat 12th

Christmas Concert (Phoenix Theatre Singers) 7.30pm

Sun 13th

“Magic in the Moonlight” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Tues 15th

Reading of “Summer of the Seventeenth Doll” 7.30pm

Fri 18th

Christmas Party 7.30pm
(please see the Members calendars for November and December at the end of this Newsletter)

A Way to Mandalay
Recently I spent a spell binding evening at the Phoenix watching a performance of " A Way to Mandalay".
It was a brilliant production and a most enjoyable, but poignant and thought provoking entertainment. It was
obvious that it entailed a huge amount of work on the part of the performers, the director and all the back
stage volunteers. The sad part was that the auditorium was only a third full. We have approximately 180
members and the theatre seats 64. Where were you all?? I appreciate that some productions are not to
everyone's taste but please please support us. You all know the old saying "Use it or lose it".
Sue Edwards (Chair)

Membership Renewal
If you have not renewed your membership, please send your renewal form to Alison Clarke, our
Membership Secretary, at your earliest convenience. A copy of the renewal form was issued with the
September Newsletter or can be downloaded from the Members section of the website.
Graham Russell (Newsletter editor)

Review of “A Way to Mandalay”
Fellow Ross theatregoers - where were you last week, particularly last Wednesday and Thursday evenings?
You missed a superlative performance of contrasting styles and content! The evening began with
Christopher Kell’s rarely performed one act play, “A Way to Mandalay”, in which we were witnesses to a
human crisis taking place in a field hospital on the Western Front. After the interval there was an evocative
mix of voice and song again focused on World War One. Both halves caught the essential message of the
whole evening - the brutality and destructiveness of that conflict.

Mandalay, which was very effectively set and lit, challenged us with the continuing agonies of a shellshocked young soldier at the Front - an acting challenge which was superbly met by Richard Watson. Injury
and loss of identity was of no consequence and, in spite of the protests of his nurse and fellow patients
convincingly portrayed by Jackie Bedford, Roger Williams and Ray Smith, this unfortunate young man was
declared fit for duty and his “cowardice” officially rewarded with a firing squad.
After a much needed interval, we
were treated to Brian Jackson’s
potpourri of songs, readings,
poems and vignettes in which,
for example, Ray Smith’s
rendition of The Road to
Mandalay was certainly a very
robust presentation! The Kitty
Eckersley Diaries which
followed gave Michelle Cooper a
chance to present her varied
acting and singing skills whilst
George Tait’s Gallipoli brought a
lump to the throat and perhaps even a tear to the eye. Further opportunities occurred for other members of
the cast to show their talents particularly Mary Brigg whom, I suspect, could have been on the star list of the
Music Halls of that age.

The finale of “Only Remembered” captured the
varied moods of 1914 - 1918 and gradually
brought us back to what perhaps was the director,
Gordon Brigg’s central belief - the absolute futility
of what was at that time hailed as “The Great War”.
Peter Landau
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Production Co-ordinator’s Column

Our September production which consisted of a one-act play entitled, “A Way to Mandalay” by
Christopher Kell, directed by Gordon Brigg, followed by songs and poems from the era, entitled “Only
Remembered”, compiled by Mary Brigg and Brian Jackson, was excellent. The acting and singing was
first class and all concerned are to be congratulated. Sadly, the audiences were small. The first night was
cancelled as only one seat had been sold and seat occupancy was only 50% overall. This was possibly due
to an unknown play or WW1 fatigue. Either way you missed a great production if you did not get to see it.
There will be a reading of “Anastasia” by Marcelle Maurette on Tuesday 10th November at 7.30 pm. It
is planned that this will be our Spring production in 2016, running from Saturday 2nd to Saturday 9th
April. Do come along to hear and take part in the reading to see if you like the play and would like to see it
performed at the theatre. Auditions will take place on Wednesday 2nd December at 7.30 pm.
Our November production is to be “A Night on the Tiles” by Frank Vickery, directed by David Pollard.
The dates will be 21st - 28th November. Gareth and Shirley's wedding day does not get off to an auspicious
start. Gareth egged on by his cocky, good looking brother, Kenneth, has a post stag night hangover so bad
that he can barely speak. The bride is 3 months pregnant and Grandad, confused after getting stuck in the
outside loo, is unsure whether Shirley is marrying Gareth or Kenneth. Things do not improve when Gareth
overhears his bride getting rather intimate with Kenneth, apparently not for the first time. Over the next few
months relations are somewhat strained between Gareth, Shirley and Kenneth until, on the night the baby is
born, Kenneth overhears something which will shatter his life. The cast comprises Michelle Cooper, Gareth
Wigg, Roger Williams, Howard Owen, Jane Bovell, Jacky Bedford and Phil Field. Tickets are now on sale.
The Phoenix Theatre Singers Christmas Concert will run for 3 nights from 10th - 12th December.
There will be a reading of “Summer of the Seventeenth Doll” by Ray Lawler on Tuesday 15th
December. This play will be our May 2016 production and it will be directed by David Pollard.
Auditions will be held on Monday 1st February 2016 at 7.30 pm.
The Phoenix Theatre Christmas Party will take place on Friday 18th December in the theatre. A
decision on the band has not yet been taken. Mary Brigg ( wbrigg@btinternet.com ) is the contact for this
event.
Suzanne Hill

Review of “Private Peaceful”
I went to see a Phoenix Youth Theatre performance of “Private Peaceful” at the Phoenix Theatre on Tuesday
and I was very impressed. Author Simon Reade has adapted his play from the novel by Michael Morpurgo.
It is a deeply moving portrayal of camaraderie and courage, innocence and brutality. Director, Sarah
O’Neill, says this is her most challenging production and she has succeeded in developing and training this
fine ensemble of players.

The story begins in rural Devon and moves to the trenches at the front line in France during WW1. The play
contains some adult themes, such as the tale of two
brothers in love with the same girl in the first half, as
well as the horrors of the trenches in the First World
War following on in this fascinating story. These
young actors dealt admirably with these challenges.

All the cast deserve congratulations for their
performances in this tale and managing the
many scene changes which were seamless and
covered with some hauntingly beautiful music.
With regret, I cannot mention every person's
performance because of lack of space. Ben
Butler, as Tommo Peaceful, was very mature
in his reflective role and the pacing of his part
–a superb performance. Ed Poynton showed an
authority in his part as the Colonel and Sgt
Hanley. The “other” Tommo Peaceful,
performed by Joe Lowen-Grey, was a fine
study in the vulnerability of his character.
Well done!
Zoe Doughty, playing Molly, displays a well
developed sense of love and affection towards
the brothers – I loved her facial expressions!
Yasmin Poole playing the innkeeper was a real
fire cracker - well done with the French
accent . Ollie O’Neill’s guitar playing helped
create the atmosphere among the waiting
troupes. Adam Warner played the part of the
rather slow brother Big Joe with sensitivity
and control. Sam Callen as Charlie Peaceful
dealt brilliantly with the demanding
adaptations of his part and he broke all of our
hearts with his final speeches.
The first half contained some charming
scenes, notably a delightful bathing scene
(left) with Charlie, Tommo and Molly. There
were many fine pieces of theatre in Act 2 with
the trench scenes conveying the horrors of war.
Costumes, lighting, sound and scene changes
are so important in this play which is very
demanding to stage. All of these were done
with a professional touch.
This was a quality production which will have a lasting effect on all who watched it. Well done Sarah, well
done team. Thank you.
Gordon Brigg
PS
Anna Ricks was due to play Mrs Peaceful but because of illness was only able to perform on the last night.

Angela Mason
We were all shocked and saddened to hear of the recent death of Angela, who had been an active member of
the Phoenix and ROADS for many years. Angela joined ROADS, (Ross Operatic And Dramatic Society), in
the mid 1970's after coming to live in Hoarwithy. This was a very exciting time for the Society as the former
fire station was in the process of becoming the Phoenix Theatre. Angela entered into the activities of this
project, contributing greatly and showing that she
possessed a skill for drama. She acted in several
plays prior to the theatre's opening, and when this
was achieved she came into her own as a
director and an actress.
In 1984/5 she directed very successful productions
of all three plays in Alan Aykbourn's "Norman
Conquest" trilogy and this was followed in 1986 by
Sheridan's play "The Rivals", quite an ambitious
venture on a small stage. At that time Angela was a
member of a small but enthusiastic nucleus of
actors/directors who strived to set the standard
needed for our spanking new theatre. She
continued her efforts to maintain this standard over
the years, taking on various roles both onstage and
off. For several years she efficiently performed the
duties of Membership Secretary, putting her skills
as a legal secretary to good use. She still continued
acting and directing very successfully, one of her
last productions being "London Suite" by Neil
Simon in 2007. Her last major stage appearance
was in "Steel Magnolias" a few years later.
Angela was a very active and loyal member of ROADS and the Phoenix for the best part of forty years and
her presence will be greatly missed. The massive contribution she made over the years is a fitting memorial
to a talented colleague and a dear friend.
Howard Owen

Members Calendar for November

Members Calendar for December

Please note that the above calendars are accurate as of 1st November. For an up-to-date calendar, please go
to the Members section of the theatre website.

