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Diary of Events for May

Sat 10th    “Blue Jasmine” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7pm

Sat 17th - Sat 24th   “Anybody for Murder” (Phoenix Theatre Company) 7.30pm

Sat 25th    “12 Years a Slave” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7pm

Thurs 29th - Sat 31st  “Mammals” (The Rondo Theatre Company) 7.30pm

Diary of Events for June

Sat 7th    PYT Fund Raiser 10.00am -12 noon

Sat 7th    “The Wolf of Wall Street” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7pm

Wed 11th   Annual General Meeting 7.30pm

Sat 21st   “The Monuments Man” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7pm

Wed 25th - Sat 28th  “It’s All in a Name” (Phoenix Theatre Singers) 7.30pm

Diary of Events for July

Sat 5th    “The Railway Man” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7pm

Fri 11th   “All Quiet on the Western Front” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7pm

Annual General Meeting

The AGM will take place on Weds 11th June at 7.30pm.  There are some significant changes to 
the format of the meeting compared to last year so please look for further details on the last two 
pages of the Newsletter.  In particular, nominations for positions on the committee and items for 
discussion should be notified to me by Wed 21st May.

         Graham Russell (editor) 

    e-mail: manchester.house@btinternet.com tel: 01981 540749

      



! ! !      Production co-ordinator’s column

Our March production of “Quartet” by Ronald Harwood, directed by David Pollard, was a great 
success. We gained over 90% seat occupancy and will have made over £2000 for the theatre. The 
level of appreciation from audiences and local people has been amazing.  This production has raised 
our profile throughout the area and increased our reputation as a provider of high quality 
performance. Congratulations to David, his cast and crew, for an outstanding production.

We entered The Herefordshire Drama Festival in March. Brian Jackson directed three of our 
senior Youth Group, Billy Jones, Marina Weaver and Zoe Hutton, in a play entitled “The Coat” 
written by Brian. Our team won two awards, The Hereford Players Trophy for the best individual 
youth performance went to Zoe Hutton. The Oswin Cup was awarded to us as the best novice 
entry. The trophies were displayed in the theatre foyer during the run of Quartet. Congratulations to 
Brian, his cast and crew for an outstanding production.

On the 7th April, a group of pupils and staff from Ashfield Park Primary School visited the 
theatre for a morning to see what goes on in our theatre, as part of their year 3 module, entitled 
“Entertainment”. Sarah O'Neill, our Phoenix Youth Theatre leader, organised the morning.  The 
children were shown around the theatre in groups.  They sang in the auditorium and had their faces 
painted in the foyer. Congratulations to Sarah and her team of helpers for a lovely morning.

Annette O'Hara is to direct “Anybody for Murder” by Brian Clemens and Dennis Spooner from 
Sat. 17th to Sat. 24th May. This is a comedy thriller with a cast of 3 men and 3 women. Max is 
planning to murder his wife, Janet, and collect her life insurance, and enjoy life with his girlfriend, 
when Mary and George arrive on their Greek island with news - Mary and Janet are beneficiaries of 
a huge fortune. Plans and plots hatch, and soon everyone is bent on murder.  All that stands in their 
way is the presence of a neighbour, crime writer, Edgar Chambers. The cast comprises Lucy 
Davies, Michelle Cooper, Joanna Hicks, Daniel Lander, Howard Owen and Roger Spragg.  Do 
ensure you get your tickets early to avoid disappointment.

A Members Event is to be held on Sunday 3rd August from 2.30 - 4.00pm entitled “Postcards 
from Home”, an afternoon of prose and poetry, tea and cakes.  Brian Jackson will perform 
recitations in three 20 minute slots.  The intention is that the poetry will be poignant and 
heartwarming, reflecting the mood at home in the WW1 era and not detailing the shocking and 
tragic events taking place on the battlefields.  This event will be free to members and friends.  
Please let me know if you wish to attend so we have an idea of numbers.

Rehearsed play reading in August 2014. You will recall the successful members evening we held 
last August when a rehearsed reading of “Last Tango in Little Grimley” was performed, followed by 
an enjoyable chat, with nibbles, in the bar.  We would very much like to hold a similar event this 
summer, but we need a director to find a one act play and then get a cast together for a few 
rehearsals. Remember, you will have scripts in your hands, but will walk it and have costumes and 
scenery if wished. If any of you are interested and can get a team together.  Do let me know !!

The Rondo Theatre Company from Bath, are bringing their play, “Mammals” by Amelia 
Bullmore, to the theatre on 29th, 30th and 31st May. Tickets are on sale in the usual way, either 
online via Ticket Source or from Rossiter Books.
      

      



The Phoenix Theatre Singers are rehearsing for their summer show entitled “It's All in a Name” 
which will run for 4 nights from Wed 25th to Sat 28th June. 

Rene Field is to direct a “Pack of Lies” by Hugh Whitemore from Sat. 6th to Sat. 13th 
September 2014. It is based on the true story of a couple, called Kruger, who lived in Slough in the 
1960s and were Russian spies. The play tells of their relationship with a family who lived opposite 
and how they came to be caught. It is a gripping tale of friendship and betrayal. The cast comprises, 
1 teenage girl, her parents in their 40s/50s; the Krugers in their 40s/50s; 2 policewomen 20s/30s and 
an MI5 agent in his 50s/60s. There was a well supported play reading with 20 members present and 
auditions on 29th April.  More news to follow. If you would like to help with this production please 
contact Rene Field on 01600 750488.

Sadly, our planned November production of “The Last of the Duchess” by Nicholas Wright, has 
had to be been cancelled because we are unable to obtain the performing rights due to a legal 
dispute.  We have been told that it is unlikely that the rights will ever be available. Roger Spragg, 
who was to have directed this production, is searching for an alternative.  You will be informed as 
soon as a new play has been chosen. Please accept our apologies for this change in the 
programme.

          Suzanne Hill 

          tel: 01989 770428 

! ! ! !           Review of Quartet 

“Quartet” is the first production in 2014 by the Phoenix Theatre Company.  I sensed an expectancy 
in the audience and we were not disappointed.  Having seen the recent film of this play, I was full of 
anticipation wondering how the Company would interpret Ronald Harwood’s original script.  From 
the opening scene I was absorbed in the lives of the characters portrayed in the play.  The dialogue 
from the outset was sharp and the witty remarks kept the audience amused throughout.  The play is 
set in a retirement home for musicians which must strike a chord with some of the Ross audience 
given the demographics of the area.  The play has a cast of four.  Brian Jackson plays the ageing 
Wilf.  Brian has directed a number of plays at the Phoenix (“Morning Departure”, “Diary of Anne 
Frank”, “Amadeus”) and it was good to see Brian treading the boards.  His casual attire, in contrast 
to that of the formal Reg (Gordon Brigg), immediately sent the message that here is a “senior 
citizen” very much young at heart, but as he says “trapped in a body made of rusty iron bars”.  
Although the innuendo in his remarks towards Cissy (Suzanne Hill) suggest someone who has had 
many sexual partners, it transpires that Wilf was in fact faithful to his wife (other than a couple of 
adventures in Hamburg) and touchingly admits that he had to love someone before he could bed 
them.  Suzanne Hill, as a foil to Wilf’s advances, draws on her considerable acting experience to 
portray the somewhat absent-minded Cissy.  Suzanne moves nicely between the extremes of 
emotion required of the character and we ultimately realise the disappointments of Cisssy’s 
relationships with men.  Gordon Brigg as Reg, is another actor bringing a considerable depth of 
experience to his part, having also directed at the Phoenix (“A View from the Bridge”, “Lloyd 
George Knew My Father”).  As the play unfolds, the peace of the home is shattered by the 
unexpected arrival of Jean (Jane Bovell) who was married to Reg albeit, as we later discover, for 
only a day!  This is Jane’s first play at the Phoenix but she looked very much at home on stage, 
particularly as she reveals the trauma behind the reason for her character’s sudden demise thirty 



years ago as an opera singer and the details of the wedding night with Reg.  The stark truth that all 
their musical abilities have faded with age makes them realise that their ambition, to reprise their 
singing of the quartet from Rigoletto at the annual Guiseppi Verdi gala concert, is impossible.  
Watching Cissy listening to music on her headphones, Reggie proposes that instead of singing they 
mime to the music.  Will this audacious plan work? Despite ribald remarks from the “audience” as 
the four are introduced, the four “perform” the quartet followed by rapturous applause.  

Clever lighting orchestrated by Ian Godsave and sound from Trevor Jones, combined with the 
actors miming the Italian score with considerable conviction, draws the play to a spectacular 
conclusion.  I congratulate David Pollard on the first play he has directed at the Phoenix.  Given the 
wealth of acting and directing experience on stage, I imagine putting one’s own personal stamp on a 
play must be challenging but I thoroughly enjoyed David’s interpretation which was more enjoyable 
in my opinion than the film.  David had excellent support backstage from Renee and Penny Field 
who had a difficult task with some of the complex scene changes.  The set by Graham Russell and 
Catriona Pearson was a delight to the eye, the back scene behind the French windows being painted 
by Jan Sheldon in the space of an hour I’m told!  Well done the Phoenix.  I look forward to your 
next production “Anybody for Murder” in May.  

          Rachel Divine

    Hereford County Drama Festival: Phoenix Youth Theatre  

Following the success of Phoenix Youth Theatre’s ambitious production of “Raid” in October – a 
play conceived, written and performed by PYT – three of the senior members of the company were 
faced with a hiatus before completing their final school year and going off to their various 
universities. Unable to be involved in PYT’s next project ‘The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe’, 
Brian Jackson proposed that Zoe, Marina and Billy (the PYT three) could enter a play for the 
Hereford County Drama One-Act Play Festival in March. The timing was ideal and rehearsals 
began in January on “The Coat”, a play Brian had written but remained unperformed until the right 
opportunity presented itself. The casting was perfect; competing in the “Juvenile” category (17 or 
under) Zoe Hutton played the wife deceiving her friend Marina Weaver, by an affair with her 
husband whilst Billy Jones was Zoe’s cuckolded husband. The festival adjudicator admitted to 
misgivings about the youthful cast’s ability to cope adequately with the play’s themes of adult 

      



relationships but those misgivings were 
swept aside by their performances. 
Phoenix Youth Theatre’s entry won the 
Festival’s “Oswin Cup” for Best Novice 
(1st time) entry and among the plaudits for 
the cast, Zoe Hutton won “The Janis 
Lewer Trophy/Hereford Players Trophy” 
for Best Individual Youth Performance.  In 
the photo from left to right: Billy Jones, 
Declan Needham Church,  Julie Church, 
Marina Weaver, Zoe Hutton, Brian Jackson 
& Gerry Ward. 

   Sarah O’Neill

        The Coat by Brian Jackson

On behalf of Sarah O’Neill and Phoenix Youth Theatre, I should like to acknowledge the unselfish 
teamwork displayed by members of The Phoenix Theatre Company in support of our first (award-
winning) entry. Setting the period in the sitting-room of a prosperous 70’s suburban home was 
important within a simple-to-construct set. I merely mentioned it in passing to Graham Russell, 
Catriona Pearson and Trevor Jones who were busy constructing the set for ‘Quartet’. Within the 
day, with barely a pause in the “Quartet” set construction, our free-standing lounge door for “The 
Coat” had been constructed and handed over to us for rehearsal. A simple illustration that 
epitomises the sense of common endeavour that exists at ‘The Phoenix’, underlined by Ian 
Godsave’s observation that for our preview performance at the Phoenix on the Saturday preceding 
the competition we should have our own set, rather than work within another production. So hey 
presto! Ian draped “Quartet” in black and gave us the same conditions we used at The Courtyard. 
All this helped immensely, giving our young cast familiarity with competition conditions, and they 
went on to win two awards at PYT’s first attempt.  Thank you Phoenix!

     Phoenix Youth Theatre

This is a photo of PYT in rehearsal for 
"The  Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe".  The 32 cast members are 
" beavering away" in rehearsals getting 
ready for their production later in the 
year. 

Auditions for the 2014/2015 shows will 
be on Sat 1st November 2014 from 9am 
to 2pm. 

          Sarah O’Neill
	




	
 	
 	
 	
 	
     AGM 2014

The Phoenix Theatre AGM will take place on Wednesday 11th June at 7.30pm.  At the meeting 
there will be a report from the Chairman regarding the activities of the theatre over the last year 
together with a financial report from our treasurer Amanda Smith.  There will also be elections to 
the committee and matters for discussion.  Please see below for changes to the AGM procedure.

Current committee

Chairman - Graham Russell

Secretary - Mary Brigg (co-opted member) 

Production Co-ordinator - Suzanne Hill

Treasurer - Amanda Smith 

Building Manager - Catriona Pearson 

Publicity Officer - Alison Clarke 

Member - Ian Godsave

Member - Sue Edwards

Member - Vacant

Elections

All of the current elected committee members have offered to stand for re-election, other than 
Catriona who is standing down as building manager.  Mary as a co-opted member is standing for 
election but not as secretary.  Although the term of office for the Chairman is normally 3 years, 
Graham has offered to continue as Chairman for a 4th year should the membership request it (Rule 
4).

Nominations (together with names of seconders) are invited from full members of the society for 
election to the committee for any of the above posts whether it is vacant or currently occupied.  
Nominations for election to the committee are to be notified to the committee 3 weeks before the 
date of the AGM ie by Wednesday 21st May.  The prior practice of taking nominations from 
members on the evening of the AGM is to cease.  In cases where we have more than one 
nomination for a post the nominees will be required to give a brief statement outlining why they 
should be chosen for the post.

The membership will be notified of nominations, together with any statements, by e-mail or post 2 
weeks before the AGM.

Matters for discussion

Matters for discussion at the AGM should be sent to the committee 3 weeks before the AGM.  
There will NOT be an opportunity for members to raise matters under AOB at the meeting.  
However there will be the opportunity, in the usual way, at the AGM for members to raise questions 
about the Chairman’s report, the Financial Report and any other agenda items.

      



Agenda

An agenda, including nominees for election and matters for discussion, will be notified to members 
2 weeks before the AGM.

Free drinks

The policy of offering free drinks to members before the AGM is to be discontinued, although a 
free drink will be available after the meeting.  The bar will be closed prior to the meeting.

Revised AGM procedures

As you can see from the above, some changes have been made to as how procedures at the AGM 
are to be conducted.  The committee has agreed these changes in response (in part) to proposals put 
forward by the Singers Steering Group.  The changes are as follows:

1.  Nominations for election to the committee are to be notified to the committee 3 weeks before the 
date of the AGM ie by Wednesday 21st May.

2.  Matters for discussion at the AGM should be sent to the committee, similarly, 3 weeks before the 
AGM.  There will not be an opportunity for members to raise matters under AOB at the meeting.

3.  The policy of providing a free drink prior to the AGM is to be discontinued and the bar will be 
closed before the meeting.  The bar will open after the meeting when a free drink will be 
available to members.

4.  Nominations and matters for discussion will be e-mailed to the membership 2 weeks before the   
AGM and posted to those without e-mail.

The reason behind the first change is to enable the membership to know in advance the names of 
members being put forward for election and to enable members to make an informed decision of 
who they wish to vote for.

The reason behind the second change is to enable the committee to better prepare themselves for 
matters put forward for discussion and avoid the ad hoc debate that ensued at last year’s AGM.

The committee considers that the proposed changes are within the current Rules of the Theatre and 
conform with Charity Commission Guidelines (in particular CC48 section 85).

Please send nominations and matters for discussion to me at:

    e-mail: manchester.house@btinternet.com or tel: 01981 540749

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM.

         Graham Russell (chairman)
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