JULY 2015
Diary of Events for July
Sat 11th

“The Hundred-Foot Journey” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Mon 13th

“To Kill a Mocking Bird” (Screen at the Phoenix) 9.45pm

Sat 25th

“Still Alice” (Screen at the Phoenix) 7.00pm

Wed 29th - Fri 31st

The Drama Company Summer Workshops

Diary of Events for August
Sat 15th

Rehearsed Reading of “Can Malone Die?” by David Pollard 7.30pm

(please see the Members calendars for July and August at the end of this Newsletter)

Chairman’s Letter
The AGM was held on 17th June. Fewer members than last year attended. Hopefully this means that the
committee members are running everything correctly! Certainly there were no contentious issues and no
matters for discussion raised by the membership. The committee members all agreed to stand again and
were elected unopposed as follows:
Sue Edwards (Chair)
Trevor Jones (Secretary)
Amanda Smith (Treasurer)
Suzanne Hill (Production Co-ordinator)
Graham Russell (Building Manager)
Alison Clarke (Publicity Officer)
Catriona Pearson (member without portfolio)
Mary Brigg (member without portfolio)
Sarah O’Neill (member without portfolio)

Membership
Alison Clarke is taking over Membership Secretary from Catriona Pearson. May I take this opportunity to
publicly thank Catriona for her hard work as Membership Secretary. Subscriptions for 2015-2016 are due
on the 1st September. Would you please complete a renewal form (see back of this Newsletter) and send it
to Alison care of the theatre. For those paying by Standing Order, would you please ensure that the standing
order is for the correct amount ie £10 for an Associate Membership and £15 for a Full Membership.
Sue Edwards
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Production co-ordinator’s column

“Day of Reckoning” by Pam Valentine, directed by Renee Field, was a great success. The play was both
funny and poignant and the situation of a village hall committee meeting was recognisable to all. The second
act showed the personal problems and relationships among the group which were both moving and funny.
Congratulations to Renee, her cast and crew for a successful production. The ticket sales achieved 75% of
seat occupancy, giving an income from ticket sales of £2,564.84.
The Phoenix Theatre Singers summer show, entitled “Back to the Movies” took place from Thurs 25th to
Sat 27th June. I hope you all were able to see this exciting show! All seats were sold out and the audiences
were great, with standing ovations on the Friday and Saturday, with audience members actually dancing at
the end on Saturday when we reprised “Jailhouse Rock”. Congratulations to Mary Brigg, her cast and crew
for a superb show.
There will be a Members Evening on Sat 15th August at 7.30p.m. for a rehearsed reading of “Can
Malone Die?” by David Pollard. David has written this one act play with a cast of two, to perform as a
rehearsed reading at the Courtyard Theatre, Hereford, on Wed 1st July. Tim Betts and Phil Field are the cast
members. David would like to reprise the event for members and friends. There will be no charge for the
event at the Phoenix Theatre. Please let me know if you will be coming.
There will be a play reading of “The Monkey’s Paw” by Brian Jackson on Wed 5th August at 7.30 p.m.
Brian has written this one act play, which is a ghost story, with the intention of entering it into the Hereford
County Drama Festival in March 2016 as the Phoenix Youth Theatre entry. Brian would like to hear his play
read to enable him to fine tune the script ready for rehearsal. The cast comprise 1 female and 4 males. The
reading is for adults only. Please put this date in your diary!
Finding the Will are to perform two of their “Bard Heads” collection of six one act shows based on six of
Shakespeare’s most famous plays, on Friday 4th September at 7.30pm. The first play will be “Dog, Book
and Scandal” – One year after the untimely deaths of Romeo and Juliet, Friar Lawrence questions his faith
and the part he played in the star-crossed tragedy. He is friendless save for a scruffy dog and an ageing
atheist apothecary with personal hygiene issues. The second play will be “The Queen’s Speech” – Thirty
five years ago Miranda left Prospero’s island at the end of “The Tempest”. As the Queen of Naples she is
about to make her Silver Jubilee Queen’s Speech, however all is not as it seems, and neither is she …..
Tickets £10 from the theatre website and Rossiter Books. “Finding the Will” is the professional acting
company of Richard Curnow, who gave the acting workshops for our members in April this year. Do come
and support Richard Curnow and Jules Hobbs.
Our September production, which will run from Tuesday 15th to Saturday 19th September, has a World
War 1 theme. The production will consist of a one-act play entitled, “A Way to Mandalay” by
Christopher Kell, followed by songs and poems from the era, ending with a rousing finale. Gordon Brigg
will direct the play. The cast comprises 4 male and 3 female actors, playing multiple parts. Horace, a
wounded soldier and entertainer; Sophie (nurse), also plays Vesta Tilley; Horace’s mother; Doctor, also
plays Recruiting Sergeant and Guard; Harry, also plays Commanding Officer and a guard; Will, wounded
soldier, also plays Stan Jefferson; and Alice, Horace's wife. The play is set in a field hospital, somewhere
on the Western Front in WW1. A soldier struggles to regain his memory after being found shell-shocked and
with no identification tag. The soldier, Horace, had been an actor and entertainer and his identity is confused
with many characters, real and imaginary - Harry Lauder, Vesta Tilley and Stan Jefferson (later to become
Stan Laurel). The action moves between harsh reality and surreal scenes in Horace's imagination, where he
performs popular songs and monologues. He struggles to remember the words of “Mandalay”. Slowly he

remembers fragments of his true identity and his disillusionment with his restrictive marriage thwarting his
theatrical ambitions. When he faces the choice of being prematurely sent back to the Front or facing a court
martial, Horace comes to a dramatic decision about his future - but is it real or imaginary? The cast
comprises Richard Watson, Roger Williams, Brian Jackson, Michelle Cooper, Jacky Bedford, Mary Brigg
and Ray Smith.
Our October production is the Youth Group's "Private Peaceful" adapted for the stage by Simon Reade and
originally based on the novel by Micheal Morpurgo. See the Youth Group page below for details. The
production dates are 17th - 21st October.
Our November production is to be “A Night on the Tiles” by Frank Vickery. It will be directed by David
Pollard. The dates will be 21st - 28th November. A perceptive, entertaining and highly comical play.
Gareth and Shirley's wedding day does not get off to an auspicious start. Gareth egged on by his cocky, good
looking brother, Kenneth, has a post stag night hangover so bad that he can barely speak. The bride is three
months pregnant and Grandad, confused after getting stuck in the outside loo, is unsure whether Shirley is
marrying Gareth or Kenneth. Things do not improve when Gareth overhears his bride getting rather intimate
with Kenneth, apparently not for the first time. Over the next few months relations are somewhat strained
between Gareth, Shirley and Kenneth until, on the night the baby is born, Kenneth overhears something
which will shatter his life! The cast comprise Gareth, Shirley and Kenneth, Mum, Dad and Grandad and Mrs
Morris, the nosey next door neighbour. The cast comprises Michelle Cooper, Gareth Wigg, Roger Williams,
Roger Spragg, Jane Bovell, Jacky Bedford and Phil Field.

“CAN MALONE DIE?” by David Pollard

Max Feeney has made a comfortable living from his character Malone – the “Ethical Assassin”. Now
Feeney, tiring of his creation, is preparing to kill off Malone until the ‘Ethical Assassin’ puts in an
appearance to argue for his life in the flesh. Will Feeney be persuaded or will he stick with his plan? Can
Malone die?

Day of Reckoning Review
Director Renee Field has scored another hit with her skilful handling of this fascinating play judging by the
audience’s reaction on opening night. We are entertained with a mixture of “the comic” and “the serious”.
It is definitely a play of two
halves .This makes demands on many
of the cast whose characters emerge,
and they all succeed in the challenge.
Their colourful interpretations
deserve praise. After a very funny
committee meeting with a long
agenda to arrange the oncoming
village fete; months later we realise
things have developed in many of the
relationships. In the final scene as we
are brought news of the chaos of the
fete outside so the turmoil in the lives
of the characters gathered inside the
hall are revealed. There are many
adult themes including adultery and
lesbianism, not to mention murder, so
there is no shortage of interest!
The dialogues present the most poignant
moments. Tim Betts as the vicar is
central to the story. He shows sensitivity
and pathos in his acting. Jane Bovell,
Amanda Smith and Alison Clarke are
fine character actors and bring us a lot of
laughter. Penny Field dealt with her
emotionally isolated character very
movingly. Suzanne Hill showed great
skill in coping with her complex part.
Lucy Davis may have been out of her
comfort zone but she was very
convincing. Anna Ricks deserves special
plaudits for coping with the adult themes
in her role in her finest performance to
date, and this on her birthday!
Well done everybody, behind the scenes as well as the cast.
Gordon Brigg

Back to the Movies Review
By a strange twist which no-one could have foreseen, this concert of film music by the Phoenix Theatre
Singers took place in the week that James Horner, composer of themes for “Titanic”, “Apollo 13” and other
blockbusters died. It was a poignant reminder of the pleasure that composers of film music have given us
over many years. The programme covered all genres and the Singers, entering to the rousing theme from
“Rocky”, opened with a declaration, “Because we sing” before moving on to songs rightly regarded as
classics; “Moon River” (Breakfast at Tiffany’s), “True Love”, “The Deadwood Stage” (Calamity Jane).

Supported by the brilliant Richard Watson on keyboard and Jack Campey (percussion), the 30 strong choir
under the direction of Mary Brigg gave us a wide selection of style and mood, from foot-tappers like the
Jungle Book’s “Bare Necessities” to poignant love songs; from Elvis and The Beatles to The Wizard of Oz,
The Sound of Music and Oklahoma (Claire Price joyfully recreating Gloria Graham’s “Ado Annie”). But
more than simply standing and singing (and singing is never quite that simple) the Phoenix Singers gave us
an enjoyable cabaret. Solo items brought characters in costume onto the stage; indeed the whole company
rang the changes throughout. One of the things which stood out was the sincerity of performances. Outside
of the rousing chorus medleys (films like “Guys and Dolls”, “Mamma Mia”, “Calamity Jane”), George
Tait’s simple ballad from “Warhorse” was a delight while Julienne Reeves entranced us with her solo of the
Connie Francis hit “Where the Boys Are”. And Gareth Wigg demonstrated the range and purity of tone
which perfectly matched Michelle Cooper in their love duet “Come What May” from the film Moulin
Rouge. The evening ended with the singers costumed with sashes carrying the emblems of nations around
the world to sing “A World in Union” (a welcome sentiment) and ending with “Swing Low Sweet Chariot”,
a somewhat incongruous tribute to the Rugby World Cup. Nevertheless, for those who say nostalgia isn’t
what it used to be, last week’s concert was a delightfully nostalgic, fun and sometimes romantic evening.
Brian Jackson
(Video excerpts of the concert can be seen at: https://vimeo.com/132023897 )

Youth Group
Here are the current PYT company busy in rehearsal for their latest production - " Private Peaceful" - a play
set in World Ward One by Simon Reade (originally adapted from Micheal Morpurgo's novel). The
performance dates are17th - 21st October. Tickets will be available from September onwards from our
website and Rossiter Books in Ross.

The PYT members supported the recent British Legion event in June to commemorate all of those who
fought in World War One. The group took part in this event in Ross in full costume and shared their
experience of the play so far. We told lots of people there about our World War One season that is coming up
- "The Road to Mandalay" production in September being directed by Gordon Brigg and the PYT
production in October. The reaction we received from the public was amazing and so positive and all our
PYT members really enjoyed the afternoon.
Sarah O’Neill
e-mail: sarahoneill362@btinternet.com or tel: 01989 720627

Members Calendar for July

Members Calendar for August

Please note that the above calendars are accurate as of 1st July. For an up-to-date calendar, please go to the
Members section of the theatre website.

PHOENIX THEATRE COMPANY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL FORM
There are three types of membership as set out below. All members receive a bi-monthly Newsletter and also receive
concessionary drink prices at the Bar on production nights. Memberships are renewable annually on 1st September. (Subscriptions
for new members joining on or after 1st May are not renewable until the September of the following year.)
Please √ appropriate box

□ New Membership application □ Renewal Membership

□ FULL MEMBERSHIP………………………………………………£15

This form of membership enables you to fully participate in all activities within the theatre which include: acting, directing, backstage, the Singing
Group, Front of House, Cinema and attend Social events. With this membership you have full voting rights at the Annual General Meeting
(AGM). You are also eligible to stand for election to any Committee post at the AGM.

□ ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP …………………………………... £10

This form of membership enables you to do Front of House duties, and attend social events. However it carries with it no voting rights or the
ability to be involved with productions.

□ FULL JUNIOR OR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP ………………..£10

This membership is open to any persons under the age of 21 or full-time students above that age. You are able to fully participate in all
production and social events.

Please fill in your details below and send this form, with the appropriate subscription fee, to the Membership Secretary at
the address below. Cheques should be made payable to: The Phoenix Theatre

□ Please indicate whether you would prefer or are currently paying by standing order.
Name: ………………………………………………………....
Address: ……………………………………………………....
………………………………………………………................
Telephone No: …………………………………..……............

Date: ….……………………

E-mail: .................................................................................

□ I agree to my name, telephone number and e-mail address appearing in the Members Directory in the
Members Only area of the theatre website.

□ I agree to my address, telephone number and e-mail address appearing in the membership database
accessible by Committee members only.
Please tell us what your main interests are by ticking the appropriate boxes:

□ Acting □ Directing □ Stage Management □ Set Construction □ Music
□ Singing □ Lighting □ Sound □ Wardrobe □ Set Properties □ Cinema
□ General Backstage □ Front of House □ Bar (serving drinks) □ Box Office
Membership Secretary
The Phoenix Theatre
St Mary’s Street
Ross-on-Wye, HR9 5HT

Tel: 01989 564570
www.phoenix-theatre.org.uk
E-mail: info@phoenix-theatre.org.uk

